
Gr ace Not es 

 
This year we praying for our best   
Pumpkin Patch ever.  We have been 
working on building brand new games.  
Seventeen new games have been built 
for this exciting event.  We are so grate-
ful to Ron Anderson, Art Brown, Wally 
Carlson, Mel Duda, Jim Fabrie, and Ted 
Rahn for the many hours they spent 
building these games—they look terrific! 
 

Pumpkin Patch, however, can only be successful if kids attend.  We are asking each one of you 
to invite your friends and neighbor’s kids to this safe alternative to Halloween Trick or Treating.   
 
Here are some ways that YOU can help make this outreach successful: 

 
·  Donate Candy (we need lots of candy) 
·  Donate Cookies & Treats (we love sweets) 
·  Be a Prayer Partner (we need lots of prayer) 
·  Volunteer to Serve on the 31st (kitchen, booth attendants for games, registration) 
·  Invite Someone (family, friends, neighbors)  
 

Sign-up for this event will take place in the foyer on Sunday, October 19 and 25.  We have    
approximately 28 booths, a Mime, The Pocket Lady, M&M guessing jar.  The children will re-
ceive a raffle ticket each time they win at one of the games.  At the end of the evening the top 
three ticket holders will receive a prize.  
 
Pastor Tony, Sue Johanson and Barb Blasco are in charge of this annual event.  If you have any 
questions, please call one of them and they will be able to help you.  Pray that God will use this 
event to bring someone into His kingdom.   
 
Thanks for your Partnership! 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 2008 

Speci a l  Da t es 

� � Oct ober  5                                    
Kristin Johnson Baby Shower 

� � Oct ober  7                            

Council Meeting  

� � Oct ober  8                                  
Awana Octdogger Fest         

� � Oct ober  10                           
Girlf riends Night Out                                 

� � Oct ober  11                      
Direct Access    

� �Oct ober  14                          
Christmas Conversation   
Practice begins 

� � Oct ober  16                                 
Men’s Conference - Aspen Co 

� � Oct ober  18                       
Womens &  Childrens Clothing 
and Toy Exchange                                

� � Oct ober  25                                 
Direct Access                                    

� � Oct ober  31                  
Pumpkin Patch                                            

Annual  Pum pk i n  Pat ch  
Com m uni t y  Out reach  
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We’d love to have you join us for Direct Access.  Direct Access meets the 
second and fourth Saturday of each month from 6:00– 7:00 PM. 
We’re opening a brand new series this fall entitled- The Pursuit of Happiness.  
We all want to be happy and will search high and low for it.  Where are you 
pursuing happiness?  Money, relationships, your job, toys, or maybe your 
faith?   Sometimes our pursuit of happiness feels like a dead end or a trap door.  
In this series, we take a candid and creative look at our endless Pursuit of 
Happiness.   Childcare is available and visitors are always welcome! 
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Missi ons Updat e 

I f  My People . . . 
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 Everyday we are bombarded with competing messages about the direction of our country. 
This may leave you bewildered and perplexed wondering what can I do?  
 
As the election approaches, join others on a 40-day prayer journey in the spirit of 2 Chronicles 7:14, 
seeking God’s healing for our hearts and our nation. 
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The 40-days prior to the election beginning September 26th the prayer booklet guides believers through the 40 days of 
prayer plus providing 7 prayers from past presidents that were inspired during some of our Country©s darkest days. Even 
though it is past the September date it is not too late to join together in prayer. 

"Beloved ones" was the greeting we received from Kalman and Annamarie Dobos, our missionaries with Trans World 
Radio in Vienna, subsequent to their visit. And, "for being so thoughtful and faithful in your care toward us for the past 
25 years. Thank you for the wonderful, love and fellowship..." they continued. and, thank you, church family, for your 
warm welcome to them.   
 
On a brief note, we eagerly anticipate additional missionary visits. October 19, 2008, the Vice President for 
Development and Churches Representative for Trinity International University, Carl Johnson, will be with us.  
Following that, we anticipate the visit of Keith and Judy Anderson, with Latin American Training Network, 
ReachGlobal to Costa Rica, on November 9, 2008. We will host a luncheon for them following the 11 am service  
at the Church.  
 
Please place this date on your  calendar  so that you can join us. 
 
Also, our biannual survey has been sent to all missionaries; we anticipate their return by 10/25/08, which will supply 
updated data for a revised Missionary Directory and Prayer Calendar for your future use in communication and prayer. 
 
Further, we want you to be apprised of some fund raising galas among our mission agencies this Fall. Please try to 
support at least one of them. They include: 
 
10/6/08: Good News and Jail Ministry, Oakbrook Terrace, Drury Lane (Chaplain Arthur Killingsworth); 
 
11/7/08: Breakthrough Urban Ministries (Joshua Center and the Men©s Center) Hyatt Regency O’Hare, 6:30 p.m. 
 Guest speaker: Erwin McManus;  
 
2/1/08: Lydia Home Association "Restoring Families, Renewing Hope", Stephens Convention Center, Rosemont,  
 Guest speaker Crawford Loritts. 
 
Our Committee is striving to host a table for each. Won©t you join us by notifying one of our Committee members?  
Each promises to be a blessed event!   
 



Wom en’s Mi n i st r i es 

Women’s Conference Septermber  26-27, 2008 
 
What a wonderful two day conference we had this past weekend.  The biggest comment we received before the conference began 
was “ there is so much here - there is something for everyone!”   And there was “something for everyone.”   First of all we enjoyed 
fabulous food.  From Giordano’s pizza Friday night, to simple fruit and bagels for breakfast, to Anna’s sisters famous chicken salad 
for lunch.  And dessert, we enjoyed so many kinds and it flowed freely.   
 
Next is our workshops.  We had eight different speakers talk on a topic that was dear to each of them, from finances to retirement, to 
aging issues, to purity and modesty as well as parenting, life priorities and frugality.  Five of our workshops leaders came from 
Glenview and two speakers came from area churches.  It was truly a joy to tap into our own  ladies’  giftedness and share what God 
has taught them. 
 
Our main conference speakers were wonderful as we expected.  Annette Horton shared deeply about the pain she suffered in Africa 
and how God meets those large hurts and how He even cares for the smaller day-to-day disappointments.  Ardie Johnson was a 
blessing as always.  She spoke about our rewards, what do they mean to us right now, and are we looking forward to the rewards that 
God promises in heaven. 
 
Our all time favorite was the music.  We are so thankful for all of the work that our worship team put into their practicing.  And it 
showed.  They performed for us singing by themselves and drawing us all into worship.  Some of the worship team had no idea they 
could serve Christ in this way before hand.  We were blessed and enjoyed HEAVENESSENCE. 
 
Testimonies are always a highlight and was truly the very best part of the entire conference.  There is nothing like hearing how God 
has changed our lives.  Everyone who has come to Christ has a story to tell.  A story of being in darkness and of having their eyes 
open to the Light.  What a blessing to have Hitomi Hirunuma from our Japanese speaking congregation tell us her story Friday 
evening and Pauline Aessa from our Assyrian speaking congregation tell us her story on Saturday.  These testimonies, in themselves, 
drew us to praising our Father. 
 
We thank all of our women who put so much time and effort to make this conference a beautiful success.  But we could never have 
pulled it off without the background work of so many of our men.  Thank you to those who put up the stage, sound system and 
tables.  Thank you to those who helped clean up the dishes Friday night and all day Saturday.  Thank you to those who put away the 
stage and sound system.  And lastly, thank you to our office staff who put together the brochures, tickets, pamphlets, etc.  Whatever 
we needed, they were there for us. 
 
This is truly the body working together.  We appreciate you all. 
 

Check out the Upcoming Events on the last 
page to learn more about new and exciting 

events in Women’s Ministries. 
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Wheelchai r  Dr i ve 
We would like to thank everyone that participated in this year’s wheelchair drive.  Helping coordinate the drive was Pastor Jay.  Sue 
Johanson, Lisa Szymanski, and Barbara Kruto collected the items when people brought them to the church and Ron Gaskins helped 
get all the items to the JAF warehouse.  GEFC would like to thank Barb and Rich Blasco, for picking up wheelchairs from senior 
centers and from people that were not able to bring chairs to the church. 
 
A wheelchair drive is considered to be successful if three wheelchairs are collected.  We greatly surpassed all expectations.  We 
collected the following: 

Before a JAF Wheels for the World team leaves to deliver wheelchairs around the world, applications are taken from individuals 
needing them. These applications are reviewed and wheelchairs are altered for the specific needs of each applicant. Wheelchairs 
collected from our drive will be shipped to a prison where inmates will repair and customize them before they are delivered to these 
applicants. 
 
Thank you all for your assistance and support.  Many people in foreign countries will be the beneficiaries of your service. 
 

Dorcas’  Si st ers 
Dorcas’  Sisters White Cross/Compassion Ministries 

Through TouchGlobal - White Cross, we can together be the  hands of Jesus, touching people with His precious love.   We can help 
out EFCA International Mission missionaries reach out so that the Church of Christ around the world will grow.  The world still 
needs Jesus - Congo, Tanzania, Sudan, Romania, Mexico, and Mongolia!  Let us never grow weary in well-doing. 
 
Started in 1955, today the Tandala Hospital serves as the main reference hospital for more than 500,000 people.  Tandala Hospital is 
located in the Democratic Republic of Congo and manages 35 outlaying health centers that supply medical assistance to the people 
of Central Africa.  Civil unrest and economic hardship are a constant reality.  Consider also, the serious dilemma that Africa 
accounts for 70 percent of AIDS cases worldwide.  The opportunity and challenge for the Church is tremendous. 
 
For the year 2008 the Dorcas’  Sisters have been able to send the following 
materials to the hospital: 
 
 130  - Baby Bonnets 
 174 -  Layettes/Kimonos 
 489 -  Rolled Bandages 
 32,800 - 4”  Surgical Squares 
 
As well as numerous other items: material to cover windows, mattress covers,  
aprons, draw sheets, scrub uniforms, thread, lace, etc. 
 
Because of rising shipping costs and duty taxes when donations are made we need to send funds to help cover these costs.  Shipping 
cost so far for 2008 have been $875.00 (350# at $2.50 per #). 
 
PLEASE JOIN US ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH FROM 9:00 AM TO NOON as we work to get another shipment out 
this year.  Breakfast will be served and an offering will be taken to help cover the shipping costs.  
 
All ladies are welcome and appreciated.  Please bring along your scissors.  If you have a sewing machine, knitting needles or 
crotchet needles, bring them along too.  Material and yarn are provided.   

Dorcas’  Sisters is in desperate need of more sheets and pillow cases!  I f you have 
any, please consider  donating them to this wor thwhile cause.  Donations can be 

dropped off at GEFC. 

Rolled bandages for Tandala 

11 Wheelchairs            21  Walkers             7 (pairs)Crutches                5  Canes             1 box of wheelchair  par ts &  accessor ies 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

 
6:30 pm AWANA 

2 3 
 
7:00 pm Assyrian 
             Bible Study 

4 
 
7:30 am Men’s Prayer 
10:15 am Ladies Bible Study 
 

5 
Communion Sunday &  
        Benevolence 
8:15 am Service 
9:50 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Service 
3:00 Kristin Johnson Baby Shower 
6:30 pm High School Impact 

6 
 
 

7 
 
7:00 pm Council Meeting 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
5:30  pm  Awana Octdogger  
                  Fest 
6:30 pm AWANA 
6:45 pm Prayer & Bible  
             Study 

9 
 
9:45 am Ladies Bible Study 
 
6:30 pm Middle School 
             Accelerate 
 

10 
 
6:00 pm 
Girlfriend’s Night Out 
7:00 pm  
Assyrian Bible Study 

11 
 
7:30 am Men’s Prayer 
10:15 am Ladies Bible Study 

6:00 pm Direct Access  

12 
 
8:15 am Service 
11:00 am Service 
9:50 am Sunday School 
6:30 pm High School Impact 

13 
 
 

14 
 
 
9:30 am MOM’s Group 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
6:30 pm AWANA 
 
6:45 pm Prayer & Bible  
             Study 

16 
 
 
9:45 am Ladies Bible Study 
 
6:30 pm Middle School 
             Accelerate 

17 
 
 
7:00 pm  
Assyrian Bible Study 

18 
 
 
7:30 am Men’s Prayer 
10:00 am Women©s &  Children©s 
Toy/Clothing Exchange 
10:15 am Ladies Bible Study 

19 
 
8:15 am Service 
9:50 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Service 
6:30 pm High School Impact 
 

20 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
7:00 pm Knit Whits 

22 
 
6:30 pm AWANA 
 
6:45 pm Prayer & Bible  
             Study 
 

23 
 
9:45 am Ladies Bible Study 
 
6:30 pm Middle School 
             Accelerate 
 

24 
 
7:00 pm Assyrian 
             Bible Study 

25 
 
7:30 am Men’s Prayer 
10:15 am Ladies Bible Study 

6:00 pm Direct Access 

27 
 
8:15 am Service 
9:50 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Service 
6:30 pm High School Impact 

26 
 
 
 

28 
 
9:30 am MOM’s Group 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
6:30 pm AWANA 
 
6:45 pm Prayer & Bible  
             Study 
 
 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
 
6:30 pm  

PUMPKIN PATCH 
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MENS CONFERENCE, ASPEN COLOROADO  



I would highly recommend this great film.  It is a Christian movie, with all of the low budget marks of a 
Christian film.  When Manny and I discussed this movie after we saw it, we agreed that it reminded us of many 
of the Billy Graham movies we’d seen back in the 70’s.  (Do you remember For Pete Sake?)  Many of the lines 
are weak.  The acting is not believable and some of the characters are not developed at all.  The Gospel Message 
is strong, though.   I would love to know the impact on an unbeliever.   
 
In all of my criticizing of this movie, I went on to Plugged In on-line to see what their thoughts were on this 
movie.  And when I read the hearts desire of the Kendrick brothers, Writers/directors/producers, so much can be 
overlooked.  We are so accustomed to millions of dollars spent on producing films.  Alex and Stephen Kendrick 
did not produce this film in Hollywood, they produced Fireproof in their small church in Georgia.  (They also 
produced Facing the Giants.)   

 
The writers of this film believe in marriage.  If you know anyone who is struggling with their marriage, this is a “must-see”  movie.  
The 40-day Love Dare is worth looking into.  Kudos to the Kendrick brothers for producing for us a Christian movie about such a 
close-to-home subject.  I believe that this movie is worth supporting.  How awesome for Christ-followers to produce something 
outside of Hollywood that holds all of the values we hold dear. 

Oct ober  Bi r t h days 

Oct ober  Ann i ver sar i es 

                                                                                      Information 
If you w ould like to include  information in next month’s Grace Notes, please send an email to the church  office by the 20th of 
the month.  Send information to gefc1@comcast.net or drop it off in the church office.  Please be sure to put “Grace Notes”  in the 
subject line.  

 

UPCOMMING EVENTS 
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Thank You! 
The Deacon Board would like to thank everyone for their patience and understanding these past few weeks.   
Between the roof, painting, bees and plumbing issues it has  been quite busy..   
 
We have been truly  blessed by those who attend GEFC.  Our talents as a congregation are widespread and  
their willingness to share expertise and time have been a tremendous asset to GEFC. 

CHRISTIAN MOVIE REVIEW - by  Ann &  Manny Rocha 

·  Chr istmas Program - We need singers, actors, 
children, adults, and teenagers! The dates this year are 
December 19th and 20th, 2008, at 7:30 pm.  
Interested please contact Ellen Swanson, Erica Hang, 
Jonelle Swift or Marie Carlson.  PRACTICE 
STARTS NEXT WEEK! 

·  Gir lfr iends Night Out - Friday, October 10 at 7:00 
pm.  Ladies join us for a fun night of pumpkin 
decorating and fellowship.  Cost is $5.00 and 
babysitting is available. 

·  Children’s &  Women’s Clothing Exchange - 
October 18 from 10:00 am to Noon.  Need to make 
room in your closets and drawers?  Don’ t know what 
to do with all your extra clothes, accessories, 
children’s clothing and toys?  Pack them up and drop 
them off at GEFC by 10/17.  (Please bring hangers for 
women’s items that should be hung.) Bring a shopping 
bag with you on the 18th and have fun doing some 
free shopping.  If you have any questions, please see 
Robin Anthony. 

·  Gir lfr iends Night Out - Friday, November 14, at 
7:00 pm.  Ladies join us for a night of card making 
and sending encouragement to our fellow Christians.  
Cost is $5.00 and babysitting is available. 


